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458 THE HISPANIC AMERICAN HISTORICAL REVIEW 

Spanish and French Rivalry in the Gulf Region of the United States, 1678- 
1702; the Beginnings of Texas and Pensacola. [University of Texas 
Bulletin No. 1705. Studies in History No. 1.] By William Edward 
Dunn. (Austin: 1917. Pp. 238.) 

The present study, a by-product of the historical laboratories directed 
by Professors Bolton, Barker, and associates in our Hispanic Southwest, 
served as the author's thesis at Columbia University. It is thus evi- 
dence of that commendable spirit of academic cooperation that has 
within the past few years so materially stimulated the output of mono- 
graphs in this field. In subject matter and method of treatment it 
forms a worthy companion to the volumes of Haring, Pittman, Wester- 
gaard, Priestley, and others, in allied fields of American colonization, al- 
though much less pretentious in size and make-up. Students and others 
interested in the study of Hispanic colonial administration or of Euro- 
pean diplomacy in the seventeenth century will find it a valuable sub- 
sidiary volume. From the growing list of such monographs the future 
historian may glean the material which will enable him to present a 
fairer and more complete picture. 

The book bears evidence to the enormous amount of preliminary work 
involved in collecting and digesting material drawn from the Spanish 
and Mexican archives. Dr. Dunn has been conspicuously successful in 
this work as his footnotes and bibliography attest. The greater part 
of his material comes from three legajos in the archives at Seville. Pos- 
sibly he might have extended his researches to advantage in the French 
and British archives, but as he tells us in his prefatory note, he aims to 
present the Spanish side of this phase of American colonization, which 
hitherto has lacked adequate treatment. His account is very readable 
— an unusual quality in works of this class. A careful index and 
reproductions of contemporary maps add greatly to its usefulness. 

The author's thesis tells the story of colonial rivalry between Spain 
and France during the last quarter of the seventeenth century. In this 
contest Spain played a defensive part with England, on occasion serv- 
ing inconspicuously as a necessary but distrusted counterpoise to French 
activity. The two principal points on which Spain was spurred to 
defensive measures were the Florida Peninsula and the coast of Texas. 
The details of this defense center around the accidental landing of La 
Salle in the latter region and the race to occupy Pensacola Bay. As 
subordinate activities the operations of the Spanish Windward Squad- 
ron and the project for a Scotch colony at Darien play their part, while 
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diplomats at Paris and London supplement the activities of the princi- 
pals and scheme to turn to the advantage of their nations the course of 
transatlantic events. To this complicated story Dr. Dunn contributes 
some welcome details, but his readers will especially value his descrip- 
tion of Spanish administrative methods and his personal sketches of the 
leading officials involved. His picture of the interplay of forces, diplo- 
matic and colonial, is unusually well done. Information from the 
English court supplements the Viceroy's knowledge of La Salle's plans. 
The urging of the Spanish ambassador to France and the report of 
British activities in the Gulf-Carribbean area spur members of the junta 
de guerra in New Spain to preoccupy Pensacola Bay before the French, 
but a possible settlement by the Scotch at Darien hampers their efforts 
for months and almost causes them to lose the initial advantage in set- 
tlement. Dr. Dunn tells this complicated story in fuller measure and 
more clearly than it has been told before and at the same time makes 
adequate use of recent work such as Bolton's location of La Salle's fort 
on the Texas coast. The deliberations of the Council of the Indies and 
of the various juntas de guerra afford him a chance to tell of the Span- 
ish administrative machinery of this period. He makes very clear the 
comparatively small portion of Spain's territorial claims in North Amer- 
ica that was actually settled and reveals the poverty of her resources 
and the incompetency of her officials during the last period of her Aus- 
trian sovereigns; but he does so without bitterness or unfortunate com- 
parisons. His story does not continue long enough to show the marked 
improvement under the first Bourbon king, but he gives some hints of 
this welcome change, in showing how the king, in spite of opposition 
from the Council of the Indies, brought the Spaniards into virtual alli- 
ance with the French against English encroachments in America. 

Dr. Dunn promises to continue his study into the eighteenth century 
and his readers will await with interest his forthcoming publications. 

Isaac J. Cox. 

The Spanish Pioneers. By Charles F. Lummis. 7th ed. (Chicago : 
A. McClurg & Co., 1918. Pp. 292.) 

All students of Spanish history, and especially those who are inter- 
ested in the Spanish conquest and colonization of America and have 
studied at the source, namely, in Spanish archives, will welcome the 
present edition of Mr. Lummis's excellent work, the first edition of which 
was copyrighted in 1893. That the volume has reached its seventh edi- 



